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The first of the modern gender-based perspectives on crime tried to understand female 
criminality rather than provide a more gender-sensitive approach to criminal behavior. 
The liberation thesis is one example of such a theoretical perspective. Another example 
of a gender-based perspective is John Hagan’s power–control theory. While this is not a 
feminist theory, it is an integrated theory informed by feminism.100

Liberation Thesis

The liberation thesis, also referred to as the emancipation hypothesis, attempts to link 
the women’s liberation movement with female crime rates. While there were various 
explanations for the changing female crime rates, two predominant explanations were 
(1) the increased opportunities for women to participate in the labor force and, thus,
increased opportunities to commit certain types of crime, and (2) the changing self-
concept and identity of women and girls due to the consciousness-raising aspects of
the movement.101 Two often-cited scholars of this perspective are Freda Adler and Rita
Simon. It is essential to stress that these perspectives were offered during the second
wave of feminism. Thus, they were influenced by what was occurring in the broader
social context of that time.

According to the UCR, a total of 
2,290 females were arrested for sex 
offenses in 2014 (excluding rape 
and prostitution).102 Sex offenses 
were defined as “[o]ffenses against 
chastity, common decency, mor-
als, and the like. Incest, indecent 
exposure, and statutory rape are 
included. Attempts are included.” 
Below are a few reports of female 
teachers who were arrested for 
sexually abusing their students:

•• Joy Morsi, a 40-year-old
Queens, New York, gym
teacher was charged
with having sex with two
underage students. She
pled guilty to one count
each of rape and criminal
sexual act charges. She
was ordered to attend an
outpatient program for a
diagnosed depressive dis-
order followed by 10 years
of probation.103

•• In Texas, a middle school
English teacher was 
accused of sexually abus-
ing a 13-year-old boy; she 
later turned herself in to 

authorities. The 24-year-old 
teacher, Alexandria Vera, was 
charged with the continu-
ous sexual abuse of a child. 
Vera claims that she and the 
13-year-old are in love.104

•• Brianna Altice, a 35-year-
old English high school
teacher in Utah was
accused of having sexual
relationships with three
of her students; one boy
was 16 years old and the
other two boys were 17
years old. She pled guilty
to three counts of forcible
sexual abuse in exchange
for prosecutors drop-
ping an additional eleven
counts, some including
first-degree felonies.105

Robert Tanner from the Associated 
Press wrote the following:

A 17-year-old girl in upstate New 
York is forced into sex by a male 
teacher. Instead of sympathy, the 
student gets harassed for caus-
ing trouble for a popular teacher, 
threatened and pushed around by 

other girls. Just six weeks before 
graduation, she quits school.

A 17-year-old boy in Colorado is 
seduced by his attractive female 
teacher. A neighbor tells the 
teen’s mom it was a sexual con-
quest like “climbing Mt. Everest.” 
He has to hide from the crush of 
media attention.

They are crimes and abuses, but 
often they’re treated as entertain-
ment. Girls are pressed into the 
role of seducer or naive victim. 
Boys are seen as studs. Sexual 
misconduct by teachers is remark-
ably common in American schools, 
an Associated Press investigation 
found. But how Americans react to 
it is deeply split depending on the 
victim’s gender.106 

THINK ABOUT IT

1. Some would argue that these
women do not fit the stereotype
of a sex offender. Do you think
they are sex offenders?

2. Do some people view male sex
offenders differently than they
view female sex offenders?
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